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The Pitiful Obstructors.

The debate In the Senate on the
war resolution yesterday was memo-
rable because of what the opponents
of the American course did not say.
They brought forward no facts; they

‘attempted no Justification of Ger-
many ; they falled to adduce n slngle
argument that was not based In ti-
midity. personal ambition or malice,
Thelr arguments, {f we may dignify
their puerile utterances by that name,
were a rehash of poljcles nnd para-
doxes long ngo rejected definitely by
the American people,

They had, In truth, no case. They
represented at best the perversity of
obstinate men: at worst—we put (t
generously—the selfishness of job
holders concerned solely for thelr
fortunes., nnd unable to recognize the
difference between parochial wire-
pulling and the vital interests of the
nation. They sought fame and won
momentary notorlety, for which they
will dearly pay to the nation they
Bave defled. Agalnst them inexorable
conditions growing out of the dishon-
esty and brutality of the German Em-
pire sounded the warning the over-
whelming majority of thelr colleagues
beeded, and the gravity of the na-
tlon's state threw Into high rellef
their mock heroles and thelr petty
programme,

“Intellectually and morally the ob-
structors of national destiny were
displayed as pitiful mountebanks, be-
reft of dignity and shorn of respec-
tability : nor did any of them help
his case by whining for ultimate
admission to the ranks of honorable

" men who put politics aside and played
the part of Americans.

Play the National Anthem as It
Should Be Played.

We are willing to accept Senator
Yampaumax's explanation that on the
oceasion when he was hissed for not
standing during the rendition of “The
Btar Spangled Banner” he did not
know it was being played, because
the orchestra begnn with “Dixie" and
gave a number of other popular alrs
before it came to the natlonal an-
thém ; and astounded though we are
by our strange bedfellow, we have a
good deal of sympathy for the eranky,
perverse statesman from Mississippl
ia this particular case,

The anthem ought never to be In-
¢luded In medleys. This use of It
cheapens it, reduces it to the level

f "ot a popular song, confuses the nudi-

-y

ey

tors and generally rohs the music of
its dignity and its signlficance. It
should be played everywhere nnd
under all ' clrcumstances in conform-
Jty to the army regulations, which
provide that “the natlonal anthem
‘shall be played through without repe-
‘titlon of rny part not required to be
repeated to make it complete” and
prohibit “the playing of the natlonal
anthem of any country as part of a

. medley.”

“The Star Spangled Banner"” should
be taken straight, as a patriot takes
his citizenshlp, :

M Mr. Wisen's Message Could Be
Circulated in Germany.

In commenting upon the entrance
of the Unlted States Into the war
Viscount Bayce declared that our par-
ticipation would bring the struggle
to an earlier conclusion hecnuse ma-

rinl ald In money, men and sup-
plies would give the Entente Allies
gn Increasing physical advantage, and
again because American belligerency
would have an moral efect which
German militarism could not long

‘hold out ngainst., He Is Inclined to
lay & good deal of stress upon the
second factor, and he is right.

If Mr. Winson's address Lo Con.
gress could be placed In the hands of
every German civilian and soldier its
appeal from the Imperial Govero-
‘ment to the German people, for whom
sympathy and friendghlp ure ex-
pressed, Its ringlog Indictment of au-
tocracy, and the genulne love of lib-
erty that pervades it, would mightlly
swell the agltation for peace that is
galning headway In Germany. It can-
not be disregurdedds by the Govern-
ment without grave danger to the
dynasty, If the people could realize
that the great and resourceful Unlted
Btates, with Its population of 100,
00,000, hnd at last declded to join
the Entente Allles and make resoe
lute wnr upon the Central Powers,
demoralization would set in and the
war woulidl hecome a forlorn hope 1o
every intelligent German,

No doubt the Imperinl CGovernment
will do its utmost to prevent the clr-
culation of Mr. Witsox's Inspiring
address among the German people,

t

88 |pression upon the German people,

.

but It cannot be kept out of the em-
pire altogether. A version will be
generally published by a regulated
press and commented upon in hostile
spirit, but from the full text the mes-
sage of democracy will be elilminated,
Nevertheless, it cannot be suppressed,
any more than could be withheld the
news of the revolution In Tussin,
that great movement of un oppressed
people which Mr. Winsox was nt
special pains to hail as a boon to hu-
manity. Together the sweeping away
of nutoeracy In Russin and the com.
Ing of the United States into the war
to combat the autocracy In Germany
eannot fall to make a profound im-

who are Inexpressibly weary of the
war and have abandoned hope of the
vietory for Kultuyr promised them,

Iet a milllon coples in German of
the message which President WiLsox
rend to Congress be dropped from the
air on the other slde of the Rhine and
they would do more damage to the
cause of Prussian militarism than all
the ammunition that the enemy could
fire In a month. a

Let the Burden Fall on All the
Beneficlaries.

l}'owhere in history or economics is
support to be found for the proposal
put forward In certaln quarters tlmt
the war expenses of the United States
can or should be met from taxes col-
lected during the war's progress. The
credit of the pation not only must be
used, but 1t uld be used freely, not
alone because of financlal clreum-
stances, but because It Is just and
proper thut future generations should
bear o part of the burden the etruggle
will lmpose on ns,

The United Btates enters the war
not merely for the protection of Its
citizens of to-duy but for the preser-
vation of those rights of which they
are the trustees and which they are
In honor bound o transmit unim-
paired to their descendants. The
military and naval operations In
which we shall engage will be as
truly a permanent public work ns
any enterprise on which the nation
could embark. Thelr purpose will
be the defence of rights more Impor-
tant to future Americans than any
material edifice that could be devised,
rights for the safeguarding of which
the men of to-day will sacrifice their
property and their bdblood, to the at-
talnment of which they must give thelr
lives, and for the enjoyment of which
thelr successors will gladly pay in
whateyer coln may be asked of theni.
The jmposition of a portion of the
load, the small part of it most com-
fortable to hear, on the Americans of
to-morrow who are to enjoy the grent-
est blessings flowing from oor action
to-day is just and proper,

The bellef that judicious bond is. |
sues will lend to dangerous Inflation
is not based on reasonable considera-
tion of the sltuation. Against such
a misfortune the energy of the Gov-
ernment und the Intelligence of the
banking commumity will .be potent.
The detalls of the transactlons to he'
undertaken will be studled, not with
narrow vislon, but with broad under-
standing of all the factors concerned.
We shall see, not an orgy of ‘mprovi-
dence, but a scientifically Informed
prevision applied to the needs of the
natlon and guarding the finances of
the community from serions disturb-
ances. We say this confideutly, for
the United States was never so well
situated, by statutory enactment and
by experience, to avold the evils of
recklexs financing as It Is to-dny.

The preposterous notion that there [*

Is no limit to the burdens that may
be profitably laid on the residents of
one sectlon by the representatives of
another has been fostered of lnte by
the party in control of the Congress,
which bhas deliberately taxed the
North for the benefit of the South.
It has lately received a considerable
but generally Ineffective literary sup-
port from pacifists and pro-Germans,
who have bheen gullible enough to
think that they might ald their cause
by pointing out that® the path of
honor eannot be cheaply followed,
An effort has been made to put our
duty on a dollars and cents basis,
and to threaten with ruin those who
chose the way of self-respect. But
the disastrous effects of unnecessary,
vengeful and unseclentific tuxation,
imposed in malice and collected not
on n basis of scdentific Anancial ad-
Justment but with the mad idea of
Injuring Individuals, are too well
known to require argument for their
exclusion from any serlous scheme for
the maintenance of an adequmtely
filled treasury.

Presldent WiLsox called in his nd-
dress to Congress for “credits * » #
sustnlned, so far as they cun equi-
tubly be sustalned, by the present
generation by well concelved tuxa-
tion."” Tn this phrase the word “equl-
tably" must not be overlooked. It goes
to the root of the whole subject. The
finnnelal  measures to be adopted
must be equitable: and in equity the
citizens of America still to come will
he called on to pay a share of the |
debt we are bound to incur, |

Words and Tunes.

Writing In the Musical Quarterly,
AntHun Evsox of Boston points out
many laughable literary errora ahout
music. It seems that “Trilby” is per-
baps the greatest repository of musi-
cal miracles known to Br-unn.‘ Mr.
Ersoxy names a half dozen Impossible
feats, of which the most amusing Is!
Du Maumer's statement that Sven-
gall could transform the cheapest tune
into rare and lovely melody “without
altering a note” ; and he ndds: “Com-
posers and publishers are longing for
some ona of this sort."

Even such talents as Browwixg,
who knédw muslc: Vieror Hroo, Rus.

¥oiTit have been gullty of slips which
muke musiclans smile. Huving pre-
sented the ervors of litterateurs in nl-
lusione to an art of which most of

win, Ciances Laue and Georae Men- | war  she has

them knew little or nothing, perhaps
Mr. Evson will proceed to expose the
sins of musiclans against the writers
of verse and prose,

The commonest ls unnatural emphn-
sis, The composer selzes o poem which
bas become a part of the common
herltage of all men and proceeds to
fit notes to it regardless of words and
syllables, 1f the first line runsy
*“Thou art like n flower” he Is certain
to nsk for a long. high note, n climax,
on the second word: “Thou arr-t lke
a flower.” Rung, it sounds as though
the singer were reasserting n compar-
Ison which had been vigorously denied
to exist. All the composers do this,
more or less. PPuccixi I8 n consplen-
ous offender. The note writers also
distort accents, They have partial
Justification at times In the fact that
ceriain sounds are favorable to high
notes and others are not, Give a vo-
calist a broad “a" and he will go after
the standing high C record.

But why do musicians fit sentimen-
tal tunes to sprightly words and
sprightly tunes to meditative coup-
lets? Why do they selze upon so
much worthless verse and try to
fashion It Into first class songs? Why
do gmnd opern composers pick so
many trashy librettos and why are
good librettos conglgned to uninsplired
compogers? Perhaps Waaxer knew
what he wis abont when he wrote the
texts of his own musle dramas.

Ought the music or the words to be
written firet In n projected song or n
pasgnge of opera? The guestion may
surprise some readers, but often words
have to be fitted to a whole musieal
score, ns In the case of Viennese opeg-
ettas Imported to New York. Here
there is no choice possible. The Ger-
man lyries cannot be transiated, al-
though they are sometimes success-
fully paraphrased, Thix was the case
with LEmar's “The Count of Luxem-
bourg,"” where the deft English hand
of Basi. Hooop and another wronght
so skilfully that when un American
book was devised by GrLex MacDos-
ovant the Londoners’ Iyrics were re-
talned without change.

Where words and music are in pro-
duction conjointly no rule can be laid i

down. Somggtlmes thie Iyriclst ecan
pen happy “Unes suiting the com-
poser’s melody: as frequently the

composer is helpless without worils
bhefore him. 1In general it seems to
be a case of trial and error, and by
the time the operetta is ready for re.

hearsal both composer and lyricist
have written two songs for every one
needed. When the enrtain rises for|
the first performance this totul has
been at least quadrupled, If the stage
manuger has had his way.

Mobilizing Certaln Essentials of Life.
If we are to take advaniage of the
experience of every other nationinthis
waur, the United States will immedi-
ately adopt measures for the conser-
vation, improvement and distribution
of Its food supply. Alrendy froight
congestion has led to annoyance aml
the cost of foodstuffs has given ciuse
for =erious concern. It Is obvious
that with the feeding of our fleet and
army, the maintenance of adequate
stores of food for the civilian popu.
lation, and the supply of grains and
meate to the EHuropean enemies of
Germany  translated from the twi- |
light zone between publle and pri-
viate responsibility to the status of
military necessity, the Government
should not delay preparntions for the
orderly regulation of the trade in all
Its branches,
There Is no use in hoping that spec-
ulators will exclude themselves from
the possibilitles of the situation as n
matter of high patriotic abnegation,
They will do nothing of the Kkind.
Their repression will eveng@ally be-
come a matter of necessity, he pos-
sibllities of their netivity should be
gauged now, TPostponement of the
preliminary details can only result
Iin  econfusion and disagrerments
which might easily prodoce serious
embarrassment.

The Government should learn what
the food resources of the country are
and to what extent they are avuil
able; it should be Informed ns to the
transportation situation generally und
specifienlly as relnted to the fomd
problem:; and it should be in n po-
sition promptly to apply 1ts power to
the suppression of any plan for the
undue enrichment of any Individual
or coterie of Individuals through the
exploltation of civillans, the naval
and army establishments, or of those
In foreign countries whose cause has
beécome our cnuse,

Berlin Permits Itself Again to Be
Astonished.

Berlin runs true to form. Imperial
ofticinle “cannot see any reason for
Amerien's hostile attitude toward Ger-
many."” Dr. ZiIMMERMANY, the emi-
nently gentle Forelgn Minister, it svill
he reculled, was “astonigshed” when
we packed the German Amhassador
off ; Count vox DBErRNsTORFF, however,
suld 1t was the only thing left for us
to do.  German statesmen, judged by
thelr outgivings on American affairs,
are capable of amazement when they
see water run down hill. Their plans
are engngingly simple ;

“Tt was declared thers would be no
change In the Garman attitude, even if
Congresa adopled [Dresident Winsox's
viewns

“Germany will declare war nor
take any step to wage wWar agalnst the
United States,

“Phe submarine war will be continued
as It has been conducted since February
1, but this, declare the oMclals, 1n not di-
rected more againat the United States
than any other neutral.”

As the unchanging attitude of Ger-
many townrd the United States, the
remorselessly  woged
aguinst us on seq and land, her hos-
tility evidenced In arson, train wreek,
incendiarism and murder, nre what
have forced this country into the war,

nnt
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we can concelve of no reason why Lthe
empire should change its practices.
They are the nets of war that have
compelled us to nbandon our neutral-
ity, and the only difference official
recognition of the status actually ex-
Isting ean make will be |a the lberty
we shall galn to strike back at a foe
who haa nttacked us viclously for
months.
Dirty Work.

One of the Inevitable fentures of the
business of news presentation and a
fenture never relished by newspaper
men themselves is the tnsk of re-
porting the ugly excoption. Many
readers, without stopping to reflect,
cry ont against this; It would he as
Justifinble to rebuke the cartographer
for charting Isoluted .and dangerous
reefs in midocean. To show up the
lonely reef is as much a part of his
duty ns to record the vast stretches
of open sen. And the newspaper has
as Imperative a duty to its readers.
It must present truthfully the com-
mon sentiment of the country in re-

gard to publlic affalrs of every kind
Not less truthfully must it narrate
the doings and sayings of the Willlam
Jennings Bryans and the John
Hnynes Holmeses,

While milllons of Americans are
pledging to the Government thelr un- |
yualified support of a war on Ger-
many to protect Ameriean rights the
Rev, Jon~ Havyes HoLues declares
his country In the wrong, “‘faithless,"
“disloyal.” “gullty for a gelfish mo-
tive of a grievons fault": the fault of
wishing to put a stop to the murder
of her women and children on the
high senx, “Other clergymen may

pray to Gop for victory for our arms
—1 will not.” Tn the presence of
murder the RMev. Jousy Hayxes!
HoLmEs is neutral. [

Among the most disngreeable (u- |
ties of newspaper work s that of
listening to such utterances and priot- |

ing them with the same degree of people are better off as a whols owing |

conspienousness as that conferred on

the words and nets of the overwhelm. |
ing mujority of Americuns. It fis|
necessury to chart the reef even if
the high tide submerges |t.

La Foroerrs cares not who mukes !
war for his country, so long as he can |
do Its deliberating

Two dollar wheat is a stern reality, |
but the onlon that eold for $300 in |
England was not a prodigy of the mar- |
ket but a4 war bamar contribution loi
suffering humanity at the front, [

That silent farewell of the grateful |
Belgians to Baaxp WHIMock, Ameri-!
can Minister, was more moving than
the most eloquent oration, No one!
knew It better than the German Gov- |
ernor, who does not permit emotion in |
the open alr at Brussels

Corruption preceded the rising nr'l
the Russian people. It is significant!
that scandals in connection with the
=ale of army supplles have made a
painfu! sensation in Austria 1
Senator Townssexn of Michigan lins !
introduced & bill under which citizen- |
ship would be conferred without pre-
liminary declaration oen “thousands of
Germans who have lived here n long
tine, are anxlous now to become off -
zens, but have neglected to tuke out
Ltheir papers,” Why should thess men,
whd have enjoved all Amerlea has to
give, without assuming any obligu-
tlons, now be the reciplenta of special
favor? Rather, they should pay a pen-
alty for their lack of |nterest. More-
over. oitizenship should hereafter be
made more diMicult, not easler, th ac-
quire.

Queen LILITOKALANT has ralsed the
Bturs and Stripes in testimony to her
undivided allegiance to the 1'nited
States. This country ¢ost her a throne
but she ha= no use for the hyphen

The Frankfurter Zeitung fepis that
“it = a painful fact that the German
apirit, notwithstanding the numerous
immigrants into the New WorM, has
remained on the whole without any
effect,” Were it a fact it would be
painful;: but it I8 untrue that CGerman
immigrants and German spirit have
then without influence here. What
they had of good to offer us we grite-
fully received, and endeavored to pay
for in every way In our power. What
we have rejected Is a Prussian over-
lordship. a code of morals that sticks
at no crime to accomplish Prussian
purpose, and dependency on Prussia
for our development.

If we fight at all wa must fight for
#ll we are worth, It must be no weak,
hesltating war. The most memiful wnr
in that which ls most vigorously waged
and which comes most quickly to an
end.—Semator HENRY Canor Lopae,

In other words, fight the way HiEskr
Casor Lopak fights,

Mayor Wintiam . Thompsox of
Chicago lendn a highly exciting life,
When he s not the idol of his fellow
townsmen, he is the most unpopular
man in the city: when he I8 not win-
ning an election, he s being licked
out of his bomts, Tuesday he and the
Hepublicans tonk a thorough beating.
Chicago, however, holds an election
overy day or so, and at the next one
Mayor Tuompeson (s as likely as not to
he the hero of the hour,

What is $201 a bushel for whoat
when the application of the twu cent
postage rate 1o the Virgin Islands puts
ceonomy within the reach of all?

1 am chalking the deadling beyond
which Germany may not agaln advancs
without bringing on war.—Semator Mc-
Cusmnen of North Dakota,

When a German statesman marks
a deadline he uses hlood,

1f Geonae BYLVESTER VIERECK has bhe.
come an American, is there not hope
for Barax?

The grill at Albany has little fire
under it.

T
Tulked Too Much,
From the Mulchingon News
The people of Fisninse are ngt to bhe
trified with, and they proved this fact
heyand any reasonable doubt when Jahn
Gilmore was banished from the clty with-
out ceremony. Gillmore, It seems, Lind re-
peatedly mads remarks which the Plains
people deemed excecdingly inappropriate
and they decided 1o have no mors of it
Glimors woas aecompantied sems dlstanes
nant of that city by the depuly sherlfr,
who fagged No. ¥ and invited him to get
on and tn put much distasce Welween
them,

I.'ln hospitals or barracks

NO FLAGS AFTER SUNSET.

Let the Military gnd Naval Practice
Regulate Display of 0ld Glory.

To THE Eprrorn or Tur BuN—-8i~: To
an Amefican just returned from abroad
it 1 inspiriting to ses the display of
bunting, particularly In the principal
ktreetn of this city ; but a counter effect
18 produced by the numerots flags that
are allowed to remain out at night and
the want of uniformity in the placing of
those that are draped on the fronts of
houses wnd suspended across strects

1 had always thought that there had
been an authoritative pronouncement to
the effect that it was an insult to a flag
to leave It out at night, and that draped
flages should always show the jack to
the north or east. A Crrises,

New Yonk, April 4,

How Wan the Flag Won?

To Tue Epiton or Tue SuN—~8ir: The
American flag fllea everywhers in town
and probably throughout the country, as
I am informed, on uecount of the peace
propaganda. Does |t occur to thess mis-
Eulded people how and by what manns
this flag with its original thirteen stars
came Inte being?

Was it gained In a peaceful way®

Or did our forebears fight for It?

Md they fight?

History surely tells us they did, gnd
hurd too,

BTARA AND STuPER FOREVER.

Branvon, Vi, April 4.

e s

LONDON IN WARTIME.

No Searcity of Food In the Restan-
rants and Theatres Crowded.

To ™r EptTon oF THE SUN—S§ir: An
Interview In Tum Bux of February 13
with one Ned Wavburn about wartime
conditlons in London Is misleading.
There 18 no such mcarcity of food as
Mr. Wayvburn reports, We ars all sup-
posed to ba on rations voluntarily, but
I am sorry to say that when Iin London
I forget my rations. [ have a very
healthy uppetite, and never yet have 1
been short of anvthing to eat. | am
astounded to see the amount that somé
people ger through: Aanyway, You can
depend upon it that we are nowhers near
stiwrvation yet, and so far as 1 know

to 80 much money being about than they
were in pre-war times, In my hotel I
have coffes whenever | requlre it, and
sugar, but they do not put in front of
you the quantity of sugar that they
usad 1o offer vou, vet thers s more
thiun enough for any one,

I bave never heard of the Hotel Cecll,
Metropole or Charing Crossa being used
Tha Metro-
pole ls now tuken over by the Govern-
ment for ofMices, T helleve, and they
probably would have taken the Charing
Cross Hotel had {t not always been
crowded by men coming home on leave.

The surprising thing to me 8 the
numbes of men one sees aboul the
nireetn of every town, and | have noticed
no difference in Londan, Of course there
must be a differences owing 1o the great
number of men who have gone into the
army ; bhut you very rarely see a man
anywhera in England with an arm or
leg missing or with an &aye gone,

When In London | go to the Frascat]
Pestaurant for my dinner at night, and
we are allowed threa couraes. We can
eat quite as much as wo require, and
the sin tn me |8 to eee the various res-
taurants orowded every night, and the
theatres also crowded. TReally, we have
very little 1o complain of, and ote would
never think that we were at war un-
leas ane wa= connected witlh business,
In thut, of course, there terrife
worry owlng to the prices of the vari-
ous commodities ysed, but althouzh the
wir has been on for now two and a
half sears we have not heen stppped
at any of our mills for shortage of nuy-
thing

The .ast paragraph of the interview
im ubout the oniy true statement in the
whole of the article, Thers Ia no doubt
in our minds that we shall win: and
wa are preparsd to put up with any
hardship or privation in order to win,

wW. oG

Rocnpatn, England, March 20

LET US BUILD SHIPS.

Am Oregonlan on the Possibilities of
Merchant Fleets,

Ta THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir; Bla-
tistics show that at the ¢commencement
of this war ahips of wll natons totalled
approximately 50,000,000 tons, and It is
astimated that this tonnage ia disappear-
inz under the waves at the rate of about
1206000 tone A month therefors It
will be surprising if the total tonnage
afluat at the end of 1917 exceeds 25,-
000,000 tons, ong-halfl the amount
avaliable at the commencement of the
great European strusgiv

or self-evident reasons the United
States will hive suffered a very small
percentage of thix loss, but if the daily
press can succesd in awikening our peo-
ple, and If there can he placed upon the
statuta books of the nation proper and
effective laws, this country of aurs can
build, man and furnish eargo for (ts
Just share of the replacement of these
Lottoms

The Pacifie coast peopla are bending
every effori to foster anil encourage the
shipbullding and ship owning Industry
of the country, The citizens of Uipegon
are aspocinlly active along thess lines,
as that State is the home of the Douglag
fir tree, mors comimonly known as Ore-
gon pine. s wood famous for its slow
growth, 1ts #ige, (ts strength and Iasting
qunlities.. From these trees |t Is quite
vAsy to secure ship timbers up ¥ three
feet square and 150 feet in length

A perusal of the Marine Reglarer will
show thut the Macifie Ocean i to-day
carrying scoren of these Douglas fie
ships, runging in burden from 1,000 tons
to L0000 tons wnd in mge from one yvear
thirty-eight veurs, nll these ahips
belng now (n petive servies,

Couple with the resources of the steel
shipbullding plants the abllity of the
Douglas fir shipbullding districts and
you get a potontlal strength capible of
placing the merchant marina of the
United States upon s proper lavel,

F. ', Knuee,

PorTiAND, Ore, April 1,

The Fighting Men of the Eastern Shore,
From the Crisfleld Timeg

We wonld remind vur ety brethren that
In every war In which the United States
of Ameriva Lar beon enguged. the Bastern
Bhore of Maryiand furtiuhed its full quots
of patrints, and they were fighiars, too,
It comen with bad grace for & Weslern
Shoreman 1o lotimate that Easiern Bhore
patriotism (s degd. When John Paul Jones
engaged In tha: noted mavel battls with
the HBritish, more Eastern Shoreamen were
te b found mamong his crew of fghting
Jacka than thope from any othar ssction
of thls equntry. The Eastern Hhore d'd
not lack patriotism in the eivil war Tt

A mutier of record that the aster=
Shiore furnished more recrults In the Bpan -
Ish-Amuerican war than any olher ssctlan
af Maryland. mitcosding tn slas and popu-
lation, and there were mnore Hastern Shore-
men 6 the viesh &% Vera Cruz than from
any other part of the Sals

APRIL 5, 1917.

| enll
' his part,

THE CONDUCT OF WAR.

The End Justifies the Neamn Only
When They Serve the End.

To Tnx Hoiror or THe Bun—Sir: A
passage froni the "“"Moral and Politionl
Philosophy" of Paley (Book 6, chapter
12):

1t the cause and and of war be justifi-

abls all the that app ry
tn that snd are justifable also. This 1%
the principle which defends thoss #x-

tramitios to which the violance of War
usunlly procesds; for alnca wat In a con-
test by force betwesen parties who mac-
knowledgs no common superior, and sincs
it Includes not In Ite 1dea the suppoaition
of any convention which should place
limits te the operation of force, It has
naturally no boundary but that In which
forcea terminmntes—itha destruction of 1ife
ngainst which the forts is directed, Lat
It be abserved, howsver, that the llcenss
of war wuthoriges no mcts of hostllity but
what are n y or Ive to the
end and abject of the war, Gratultous bar«
barities horrow no excuss from this plea,
af which kind ta every crusity and every
insult that serves only to expsperata the
sulferings of lncrease the hatred of an
enemy, without weakening hin strength, of
in any manner tending to procurs his sub-
miselon; such as the slaughter of captives,
the subjection of them to Indignities or
torturs, the violation of women, the prof-
anation of temples, the . demolition of
public bulldings, libraries, atatues, and In
general the destrucilon or defacing of
works that conduce mnothing (o Bnnoy-
ance or defence. Thess enormities are
prohibited not only by the practies of
civiiized natlons, but by the law of na-
turs (taell, me having no proper tendency
to mceelerats tha termination or accom-
plish the object of the war, and as con-
talning that which In peace and war s
equally unjustifinble—ultimate and gratul-
tous mischief.

There are of course some whn main-
taln that no war, even ane of defence,

Is morally justifiable, and others who, |

recognizing no moral standard but the
right of ths strongest, justify aAny means
by which this right can establish itseilf,

They will deny, as the Germans mvaf

done, that restrictions ahould be ob-
merved.

Our country. which missed the op-
nortunity of entering a protest against
the barbarous methods of the Germans
early In the war, will now experience
those methods, and the innocent mmust
suffer for the gulity, Tta LEX.

Piruavenraia, April 4.

THE CORONERS.

One of Them Impugns the Motives of
the Comminsioner of Accounts
To vHE Eptron or Tue Sux—=Sir:

an articls entitled “Restore the Cor-
oners?’ in THe Bty of March 21, slgned

by the Commiissioner of Accounts, Leon- |

ard M. Wallsteln, the Commiasioner

rhows the same disregard for the truth |

that he showed in his report of his in-
vestigation of the Caroners’ office, In

which report he twisted and altered the |

tegtimony to suit hix own ends.

He was accused of making an unfair,
ona #lded, diahonest report at tha public
hearing before the Mayor, and agaln
before the Senate committes, but had
no reply to make.

He states that the Gllehrist-Duft hill
would reinstate the Coroners under the
name of Medical Examiner, which is not
true. That is exactly what the 1915 blll
did, and Mr, Wallstein Is responsible for
It. The Gilchrist-Duff bill is practically
un amendment to the present Medical
Examiner bill

The amendment the part

cuts out

which wns done in the interest of cen- !

tralization 1t proposes one Medical
Examiner for each borough instead of
one for the whole elty, amd makes the
offire elective instead of appointive,

11 cuts' out the ludicrous part which,
requirea the Medica! Examiner to be a
skilled npathologist and bacterinlogist.
The nuinbes of times Mr. Wallsteln
mentions pathologist and bacteriologist
in hin report on the Coroners’ offfce
shows thiat e = abpnormally improssed
by thome words,

fSpecialinte in pathology and bacteris
ology Epend most of their time in the
laboratory with their eve to a micro-
scopa and are not the men for a posi-
tion such as this, which requires

as to the cause of a death which may
for considerable detective work on

Again 1 charge that Mr Wallstein in
responsible for placing the Coroners sys-
tem under another name, for that s 4l
thnt the 1915 bl mmounts to, plum cen-
tralization -

Frask 8, Sgxion, M. D, Coroner

Brookryy, April 4.

GERMANY THE OUTLAW.

What a Plaln Man Thinks of the Doce
trine of Non-Reslstance.

To Tar Eprronr o Tug Svx—58u,
an outlaw with his gang should ride
into any town of cur entire country and
give notice that any <itizen or any per-
son from anywhere who attempted to
g0 up and
after a certain day would do so at his
own sk, and if tha outiaw should,
when that day arrived. shoot up a
numbar of persons, including women
and children, what would that town do?
Would its citizens stand still and listen
to the cunning!y devised threats and
sophistries of thar gang. and would
they delay action, deeming it respectful
and courteods 1o glve the outlaw a
chance to commis furthar ac's of vio-
lence” Op would they, as g unit, {mme-
dintely aet, and put the outlaw out of
business” They could do even better
by meeting him on his appointed day
and doing it then

Cermany, led hy the Kalser, has
demonstrated to the world that she (e
fust such an outlaw, and it s g0 per-
focily plain that any lLigh school boy
can sea it If ha reads the sections of
Internationn! law and the treaties which
Germany has so brazenly vielated. The
st of sviolations Iy a long one, bhoth
on Iand and on xea. The high seas are
publle highways, and anybody lias a
gupnrintesd right to usa them in

within lhe‘hmus preseribed by Inteena-
tional law.

Our country Ia to-day in just the po- |

sition 1n which the town would have
been when that outlaw rode intn 4t had
ftn citisenn not been prepared with or-
ganization and arms 1o meet the out-
lnw und his gang. Unpreparednens is an
Invitation to the outlaw to come to town
We have for u long time known of the
predutory designs of the Kalrer and
hils preparations, covering a period of
forty vearn. Our country should have
been prepared 10 mect the enemy at the
gate, and to put a quick stap to any act
of outlawry. It I8 simiply incomprehen-
sible how any cllisen of our country
who is credited with having a sound
mind can, as the pacifists ar> dolng,
frantically advise letting the outlaw have
his omn way. W. 5. Arnks,
Hazwxron, Pa., April 4.
L] e S -
Wild Life at the Kansas Capital,
From the Topeku Capital
Mre. George Hayden, wino Is awn

vinit, should hurry heme Her hushband t«
running wild. He didn't ge! home unt!l
#i80 o'clock Tuesday night

on w

In |

the |
Medical Examiner to make investigations |

down on a certain streot |

the |
conduct nf his legitimate business and |

ROADS INTO

PROGRESS IN STARVING THE RAIL

INEFFICIENCY.

{ Insulieieney

i How the Arferies of Commerce Are Belng Reduced to Impotence 1y

of Reveaues.

Frovn an adares by W, 0 dtterbury, Tiee
. Pewnaylvania He

Lot mo give you a few speeific in-
stances of the rising costs with which
the rallronds are obliged to contend,
and which, combined with virtually
statlonary rates, have put a practical
stop to rallroad development. In the
procesdings,, before the Interstate
Commerce Commission last week, to
which I have already referred, the
president of the Pennsylvania Rall-
road system was one of the principal
participants.

Here are some of the facts Mr,
told the ecommiseion:

Bevén rallroads, the Pennsylvania,
New Fork Central, Chesapeaks and
Ohio, Norfolk and Western, Virgin-
lan, Baltimore and Ohlo and Western
Maryland, face a.probable addition of
$87,000,000 to thelr fuel bill for~1917.

The taxes paid by thess seven rail-
roads In 1916 were #1 per cent.
greater than in 1906. The Federal
income tax was doubled last year,
having been increased from 1 to 2
per cent. For the pressnt yvear a fur-
ther large increass will result by rea-
son of the new Iederal capital stock
tax,
Materinls used by the Pennsyivania
Illnes east of Pittsburg have rizsen an
| average of T8 per cent. in two years.

On a very conservative estimate,
Mr. Rea sald, the Adamson lnw will
| cost the Pennsylvanla lines east more
than 89,000,000 and the entire sys-
tem At least $13,600,000 additional
i year for the increased wages of the
| men affected. Other wage increases
| which it has already been necessary
| to nuthorize will ndd $4,800,000 A year
\ tn the payrolls of the lines east and
| $7.400,000 for the system

Including other advancea in costs,
" Mr. Rea estimated that during the
present year the Pennsylvania Rall-
road lines east of Plitsburg face a
total Increase of $29,300,000 in ex-
penses, and the entire system, lines
east und west, an increase of $42.-
' 600,000,

SBomething seérious will happen to
{our surplus unless thess prospective
| increases In expenses, which Mr. Rea
anid he had no desire to overstite, are
i met with adequate revenues,

| Since last October, although our
|trnﬂ!r lms been at or very close to
record volume, our net operating in-
| coma has been going steadily back-
ward. This has recently been greatly
accentunted. I1'or February the re-
sults can conservatively be described
as alarming. DExact figures have not
vet been fully compiled, but from the
gpreliminary estimnates [t seems clear
that the rallway operating Income of
the entire Pennsylvania system for
February, 1917, will sliow a decrease
of $3.360,000, or about 60 per cent,
|as compared with the same month
| 1ast yvenr, although the volume of
gross business was but little changed.
In these figures ho allowance has been
made for the effect of the Adamson
law wage Increases. If they had been
countad in for February (they must,
#s you know, now be paid, the terms
of the law belng retroactive from Jan-
fuary 1. 1917+ the net results jSer
February would have been wsmaller
by at least another milllon dollars,
This means that the net earnings of
the Pennsylvania system for Febru-
ary of thia vear, after the payment of
the Adamamn law wage Increases, will
show a shrinkage of not less than
$£4,400,000, ar 75 per cent, when
compared with the results of Febru-
ary, 1814,

s it any wonder, then. In view of
the narrowing margin between rail-
road recelpts and expoeness, that
New York Central Rajlroad, one of
the great transportatam properties of
| the country, recently fuiled In the ef-
| fort to sell $235.000.000 of stock at
par, or that the Erie Railroad and
(Southern Radlway falled in their at-
Iteinpits to work out compirehensive
I'financing sghemes? Y
© Im 1816 the only rallroad stock le-
sued on the New York Stock Tix-
| change, for new consiructiom, was
| $851.145.863, lssued by the Cleveland
| and Pitsburg Rallroad for a small
amount of work dona in 18156—and
even that stock was guaranteed by
L the Penmsylvamia Railroad.
-i Last wvear. in fact, was the firat
| vear I which not a single share of
new riallrond common stock wus lsted
on the New York Stock Exchangs in
wlich the public took the chance of
the investment &f money for new rall-
road bullding in the United BStates
proving sound,

These are not pleasant facte, but
vou eannot ignore them, They are of
i-rnfnund importance to the shippers
of this country,

You know now what It means to be
short of facilities, You appreciate
now how intimately the normal proc-
esses of our natlonal life are depend-
ent upom adegquate rallroad facilities,

The one thing that has stared yvou
in the fuce whichever wiy you turned
was that the rallroads are swamped
with business which they haven't the
facilities to handle properly

The lines haven't the terminal fa-
cilities: they haven't the power; many
have not the cars to handle properly
the business that has bheen forced upon
them during the past year.

The treatment of cars while in the
hands of the shippers s another story.

1 was much impressed in readmg

Rea

THEY WILL LEARN.

| Certain  Disturbers May Soon .Find
Out What Bad Behavior Tnvolves,

To tHE Epiton oF Tim 8rN—Sir: The
socialists or others of aimilar disposition
who talk of revolting against compui-
sory service and state thelr preference
for jall should remember that traitors
are not falled to fatten mt public ex-
pense In tine of stress, but are sub-
Jooted to the lend cure at twenty paces,

New Yorik, April 4, PaTRIOT,

We Should Proft by England's Esperience.

To Tus Emvon ov Tur Sux —sir! In |
G, Welle's book "Nay, France and Britaln
at War" there s # chapier that
American should read "New Armas for
Old' 1s the title. Is 1t npt possibis to call
the muttentlon of the authorities at Wesh
ingian to these most enlightening and op

every

portuns words?® OFf course we know that
they do not wish advies or eniightenment
Byt it wou'd be well |f some poner

make thiem mes what part of prepa L.
we nerd and haw mar methods heve
changed, insicad of forclng us to learn the
jeason IHAT cast Hritain so rmeny oss Uy

making all her faise ateps
Negw Youx April 4

the!

Al New Youw,

over agaln |
c

Fremident in Charge o/ Operation o¢ 4y,
ilroad Compeny.

from the recent annual report of Pres.
Ident Clark of the Lacakawannn Stas!
Company these remarks: :

“The fallure of the railroals 1o
provide equipment necessary for il
quate service, while due in somo (i
to the agitation of their el ayess
{for Increased wages and tn the (n.
creased coat of all supplies that they
use, was fundamentally due 1 1,
fact that they have heen unills +,
secure Increased rates for transpr.
tation and thus to secure such .y
ings as would provide o reasonne
margin for iImprovements, The losesy
to the varlous producers wund spy
pers of this country due to failum
to recelve materials on time, lnst
put and inoreased labor charge.
through enforced |dlemess Lecayes (¢
congestion at terminuls and ryllragg
embargoes probably greatly ecucesd
the amount they would pay unde
rates which would enable the
roads to provide eproper fl‘]'}‘.[-‘nl't
und terminal facilitien.”

This Is plain and foreible luneruags
from a man who gets the mos: oy
of every dollar his company spoen.

Let me quote also from a paje:
much read by shippers, the Mo,y
turers Rebord of TBaltimors
March 1, 1817, that paper saf!

“We may rall against the rosds -
our hearts' content, we may dennup s
their managers because they cinnn
do the Impossible thing, but for vear
we have been trying lo compe! * .
rallroads to make bricks wiho
straw, to bulld nesw lines and enlury
their facilities, while at the samas tin.
passing legislation which mads !t in
possible for them (o secure the mane:
with which to do this work'

There Is but one remedy for
Problem of the railroads and that
tomllow them higher rates, ratescor
mensurate with the cost of render:
yeervice and with the added demard
that are daily impored upon ths oo
riers.

It is to the best Interssts of «
pers and the general public allke t}
railroad rates be advanced. What
public most needs, an the presidsn:
the Lackawanna Steel Company
ably mays, I adequats servies

Is there a single largs shippe
the Plttsburg district who would -
more than once in the last year or -
have gladly paid large increases o
the established rates to have had !
frelght moved promptly, if it had lee
Iegal to do 80?7 Yet hind the raten hea
| compensatory in recent years fae |
:tien would have already beesn pri
'vided and the movement of frelgh:
~would have been more promgt.

“Paradoxical ca it may seem, ar "
l\‘nm'e In freight rates would lower %
jcost of living rather than rales I
| Will one of you question the =tnte
ment that the price of food products
fuel. supplies, &c.. han been materin'ls
! increased through the loeal shortizs
of equipment or our  nabilite
move? Tlad rates heen high enagsh
in the last fow vears to Liave per
mitted the additional railroad
| provements that vou, #ll noy recor
nize are =0 badly needed, fonde
| and other mecessities would now
moving to market freely, in zreqer
' quantity, and the normal Iaw f «un
ply and demand .would nor he neet
by a fallure of transportatior

In short, freight rates play - .
emall part in the cost of neariy = -
daily necessities of lfe that an
| vanece would, If apparen:
offset by normal supply,

On tha other hand. the el o T
the rallroads would be wo grogt!
| ereased that the ulthmite effecs
well be a general lowering of ¢
| &= a result of the improved mach's
ery of distribution and sxchangs *hat
the country would possess,

Now, briefly, additional facil
auire money: money can only he
tained if vour credit s giind :
Fean only be established by amyps
come, and ample income anl
vanced rates,

Now, do vou want incregecd fa-
ties?

1 belleve you dn,

This bellef zives me
close my talk by an appeal 1o vay
do something that. to the best of -
knowledge, shippers linve never b
| known to do before. T have n-hef
I not to place stumbling Lloche
way of oir efforts to oblam +le
rates, I mnow venture to ge
further and ask you to aid
effort.
| When the time comes w.! «
before the Interstate Commercs o
mission and say, not only that
not object to an advance in ru'e
that you actively fuvor such
vance because you helioye o0 L
sential to the continuing
of tha country?

If you do this, it will mur
ginning of a new era i the ¢
clal progress of Americia.
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In 1A

which wselfiahness and distr
give way to cooperatio
dence. an era In which our ral'rs

strengthened financially w1l o
cally fit, shall give you sucl o»
as will enable the proadie.
great industries, the resul
genlus and energy.  suceoes
compete in the marke's of @

i the great commeryin!
that is inevitable
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| CENTRAL PARK IN DANu' ¥

Now Is the Time to Clean 1
Protect This Reunty spof

To tiHe Epiror o Ty =
tral Park should be olea
mrouth end of
neglected candition
axcurs.  The few men o
observed at work ecoyld
|¢-‘~wl shape Lefore the
| Destruction of pla::
jen without abatewent i
rhildren do when enter
{10 breuk off tnigs and »
with no effort on the part of
tenidants L ORI o b
Ansbods cau observe tha o
Can nothing he done offectin
vent this cont/inual des

The whildren ate
attenAarts aro ‘o Llame
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